Role models helped me overcome a lot
of challenges when | thought it was not
my place to speak up but then | still did

I probably admire my supervisor much
more for actually caring and asking
how it is going and being interested in
you than just the product you are

working on
i

Being a role model is helping people to
develop their potential, even when they \
don't see it themselves yet 4

Power relationships play an incredibly 4
important role in academic systems.

With power comes responsibility, we are

in the position of power especially as

senior staff members

Luca ConsoL [l
Assaciate professor, ISiS
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Looking back, | might have missed some
role models. If my mum and dad wouldn't
have cheered me on, | don't think | would
have gotten here

When I was younger, pretty much all role
models in my field were men. it also felt
like women scientists could not have a

family, but that is getting better now
=

| sought strong confident
characteristics in a role model when |
was younger. But now, | look more to
people that show their doubts and
openly discuss them while still being
good leaders

More diverse people in leadership
positions would enhance diversity

RALPH JASPERS
Managing director. IMM
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4 i When you have a leadership function,

a very visible function in an institute,
then you are naturally a role model.
Because everybody is looking at you,
and you are setting the example for
how you think that one should
interact with others in a respectful

%) . '@ way, and making sure that everyone
feels respected and valued

CoLin LoGIE
Associate professor. RIMLS

‘ Bachlelor student, Science

Full professor,
IMAPP/IMM/FELIX

I don't want to achieve something if
I'm not doing it in an honest way (..) |
wouldn't want to do work anywhere if
1 couldn’t do that. So, in that regard |
try to be a role model, but more for
myself

SAMARDJISKA

- S
a Postdoctoral scientist. RIMLS

In academia | see a lot of people that
inspire me, but I think in academia
there is also some kind of work-life
balance mentality that doesn't really
resonate with me that much
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Iwas told | was a role model, because | A ) I guess it's the idea that someone like
could combine both science and also ) /ou can exist in that field. And that
having a family X gives you a sense of security, that you
belong there

Being seen as a role model made me |
more conscious about how I act, in a ; Particularly if you see yourself as a
good way minority somewhere | think it is
important to feel like there is someone
else that's like you. Even though it

= . shouldn't matt er, race or
nationality or whatever, it can create

Iwas lucky to have role models who

were both good scientists and were
[ Hcvun orrc
also aware that there was a person

behind the scientist

ANNEGRET BURTSCHER

Assistant professor, Mathematics

Assistant professor, DEN

I think my comfort level of being me took a
longer time because | really had to feel, in
the absence of anyone else looking like me

My role models usually are women, but

there are not enough women in . | or being like me, that it was okay to be me
astrophysics to have a role model in in this setting

science
. . I really would like to support people wh

Career isn't everything, the way you v previously were disadvantaged, or

behave in life is more important i currently are disadvantaged. And for m

' that transcends whether people have g

particular race or gender, whether the

changed / ‘ economically d antaged. That's a

e strong mission for me
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D candidate, IMAPP Full professor, RIMLS & RUMC

As my values changed, my role models

JoosTen

Master student. Medical biology
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